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Abstract

The hadith that is well-known in Islamic theology as “Ihtijaj Adam wa-
Miusa/Discussion between Adam and Moses” often comes to the fore
in debates about predestination because of its content. Almost any
scholar studying fate has an affirmative or contrary comment on this
hadith. The Ottoman scholar Qutb al-Din-zada al-Izniqi (d. 885/1480)
was among those who analyzed the hadith. He joined the discussion
with a specific treatise that became important on this issue. As a Sufi
scholar, he treated the hadith through the Sufi approach and brought
a different point of view. This study seeks to introduce the precious
treatise by Qutb al-Din-zada to present scientific circles through
analysis, interpretation, and translation.
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Introduction

With regard to predestination, relevant parties use many forms of
proof to support their views or refute those of opponents. These
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pieces of evidence consist of the Quran verses, hadiths and rational
deductions and are discussed in depth among scholars. Some of this
proof is at the center of debates due to its importance and constitutes
the major axis of the problem of fate, with affirmative and opposing
opinions expressed by scholars according to their sides in the
discussion. The hadith known as “Ihtijaj Adam wa-Musa/Discussion
between Adam and Moses,” which is at the core of this study, has an
important place among this evidence. The hadith is considered proof,
especially among the followers of the Jabriyya school, due to fatalist
elements within its content.

As for Qutb al-Din-zada al-Izniqj, this Ottoman scholar attached so
much importance to the hadith that he wrote a separate treatise on it.
The author sought to contribute to relevant discussions through a
treatise and made interesting assessments. In fact, Qutb al-Din-zada
was a Sufi scholar, and under the influence of his disposition, he
created a rather Sufi framework for the hadith. Consequently, a
different aspect of the issue comes to the fore. The Jabriyya school
interprets the hadith in such a manner that it relates Adam’s removal
from Heaven/descent to earth to predestination. Al-Izniqi, however,
took an alternative view, and his comments address not only the
problem of predestination but also that of prophecy.

This work is chosen not only because of its genuine content but
also because one of the four existing copies of the treatise is with
handwriting of Qutb al-Din-zada himself, thus ensuring a solid line of
authors. Indeed, the presence of the manuscript written by the author
himself is crucial for determining to whom it belongs.

Life of Qutb al-Din-zada

Qutb al-Din-zada Muhyi al-Din Mehmed ibn Mawla Qutb al-Din
al-Izniqi was the son of Qutb al-Din al-1zniqi (d. 821/1418), a notable
scholar and Sufi of the Ottoman era. He was named Qutb al-Din-zada
after his father. A descendant of the Prophet, he was born and raised
in Iznik. He was among the elite disciples of Mulla al-Fanari (d.
834/1431), the renowned Ottoman scholar.’

' Tashkupri-zida Isam al-Din Aba 1-Khayr Ahmad ibn Mustafa ibn Khalil, al-
Shaqa’iq al-Nu‘maniyya fi ‘ulama’ al-Dawla al-Uthmaniyya (Beirut: Dar al-
Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1975), 65; Bursali Mehmed Tahir Efendi, <Uthmanli Mu’alliflari
(Istanbul: Matba‘a-i ‘Amira, 1333), I, 159; Resat Ongoren, “Kutbiiddinzade izniki,”
Titrkiye Diyanet Vakfi Isidm Ansiklopedisi (DIA), XXVI, 489-490.



A Treatise on Predestination: Sharh Hadith Thtijaj Adam wa-Masa. .. 77

After higher education in religious sciences, he joined the Sufis
and lived as a scholar who combined shari‘a with tariga. According
to his comments in his al-Ta‘bir al-munif wa-lI-ta’wil al-sharif, he
participated in the Zayniyya order, and his sheikh was ‘Abd al-Rahim
Rami (d. after 865/1461), a caliph of Zayn al-Din al-Hafi.> Qutb al-
Din-zida was also a member of the Bayrimiyya order.’ Certain
expressions in his works indicate that he attained sheikhdom in both
orders.”

Moreover, he pursued the views of the Akbariyya school, which
are attributed to Muhyi al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi (d. 638/1240) and were
presented by scholars such as Dawud al-Qaysari (d. 751/1350) and
Mulla al-Fanari in Anatolia.’

The Arabic and Turkish works by Qutb al-Din-zida made
significant contributions to Ottoman scientific circles. In particular,
Fath Miftah al-ghayb,’ a commentary that he wrote at the behest of
Mehmed II on Miftah al-ghayb by $adr al-Din al-Qunawi, and Tanwir
al-awrdd,” a commentary on Awrdd al-Zayniyya by Zayn al-Din al-
Hafi, are his well-known works. Another notable work by Qutb al-
Din-zada is Muzil al-shakk fi agsam al-kafara® which treats the
position of people in the afterlife whom the message of Islam does
not reach. In the introduction to the text, he gives certain
explanations about the validity of the faith of Pharaoh and the
situation of the unbeliever in Hell. Qutb al-Din-zada wrote this work
under the influence of severe conflicts and havoc after Muhyi al-Din

N

Citing the noted work by Qutb al-Din-zida: Resat Ongoren, “Bir Riiya
Yorumcusu  Olarak  Mutasavvif-Alim  Kutbuddinzide Mehmed  Izniki,”
Uluslararas:  Iznik  Sempozyumu (5-7 Eyliil 2005) (International Iznik
Symposium [5-7 September 2005]) (Iznik: Iznik Belediyesi Kiiltiir Yayinlari, 2005),
382.

> Ibid.

i Ibid.

> Ongoren, “Kutbiiddinzide Izniki,” 489.

MS Istanbul, Ragib Pasa Library, 692; MS Istanbul, Siileymaniye Library, Sehid Ali
Pasa, 1271; Konya Mevlana Museum, 1632. (Ongoren, “Kutbiiddinzide Izniki,”
489).

MS Istanbul, Silleymaniye Library, Amcazide Huseyin Pasa, 290; Fitih, 2852;
Lileli, 1593.

MS Istanbul, Ragib Pasa Library, 692; MS Istanbul, Stleymaniye Library, Haci
Mahmud Efendi, 2504, 4223.
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Ibn ‘Arabi claimed that the faith of Pharaoh at the moment of the
beginning of eternal punishment was valid.” Defending this important
claim about Pharaoh, Qutb al-Din-zada shows that he is a follower of
the views put forth by Muhyi al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi and the Akbariyya
school.

Additionally, his notable works include the hadith commentaries,
such as Ihbtijaj Adam wa-Masa "™ ="\ Risala fi gawl al-Nabi
laybi bsalam ql_qilama’ warathat al-anbiya’," and al-Ta‘bir al-munif
wa-I-ta’wil al-sharif* on interpretation of dreams. He also produced
Turkish treatises™ on tarawibh prayer' and jibad,” the literature
ascribes other works to him as well.'®

Qutb al-Din-zada, who was a professor at Iznik Orhan Gazi
Madrasa and qadi and mufti of Iznik," passed away in Iznik in
885/1480. His tomb is near that of his father in Iznik."

®  Ongoren, “Kutbiiddinzide Izniki,” 489.

10 MS Istanbul, Siilleymaniye Library, Hact Mahmud Efendi, 4223; Laleli, 1593; MS
Istanbul, Ragib Pasa Library, 692.

' MS Istanbul, Silleymaniye Library, Hact Mahmud Efendi, 4223; Fatih, 2852.

MS Istanbul, Stileymaniye Library, Ayasofya, 1733; Hasan Hayri, 112.

3 Ongoren, “Kutbiiddinzade Izniki,” 489.

MS Istanbul, Stileymaniye Library, Ayasofya, 1802.

MS Istanbul, Stileymaniye Library, Ayasofya, 1802.

For further information see Ongoren, “Kutbtiddinzide Izniki,” 489. Also see

Bursali Mehmed Tahir, ‘Uthmanli Mu’alliflari, 1, 160; Isma<l Pasha al-Baghdadi,

Hadliyyat al-<arifin asma’ al-muw’allifin wa athar al-musannifin (eds. Mahmut

Kemal inal and Avni Aktug; Istanbul: Maarif Basimevi, 1955), 11, 211.

Muhammad Majdi Efendi, Hada’iq al-shaqa’iq (ed. Abdiilkadir Ozcan; Istanbul:

Cagri Yayinlart, 1989), 1, 125.

For further information see Tashkupri-zada, al-Shaqa’ig, 65; Muhammad Majdi

Efendi, ibid., 1, 124-125; Haji Khalifa Mustafa ibn ‘Abd Allah Katib Chalabi,

Stillemil’l-Vusiil ild Tabakdti’l-Fubill [Sullam al-wusil ila tabagat al-fubil) (eds.

Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Mahmid ¢Abd al-Qadir al-Arna’at and Salih Sadawi;

Istanbul: IRCICA Yayinlary, 2010), III, 224; Katib Chalabi, Kashf al-zunin ‘an

asami I-kutub wa-I-funian (eds. M. Serefettin Yaltkaya and Kilisli Rifat Bilge;

Ankara: Maarif Vekaleti, 1943), 11, 1655, 1768; Bursali Mehmed Tahir, ‘Uthmanli

Muwalliflari, 1, 159-160; Isma<l Pasha al-Baghdadi, Hadiyyat al-arifin, 11, 211;

Ongoren, “Kutbiiddinzide Izniki,” 489.
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Treatise Sharb Hadith Ibtijaj Adam wa-Miisa“”""* ="

The treatise is the commentary of the hadith on a discussion
between Moses and Adam and tells of the sending of Adam from
Heaven down to earth due to his mistake and the resulting obligation
of man to live on earth.

The meaning of the hadith is as follows:

Adam (pbuh) and Moses (pbuh) argued in the presence of their Lord.
In the end, Adam beat Moses. Moses told Adam “You are Adam,
whom Allah created by His hand, into whom He blew His soul,
before whom He got His angels to prostrate and whom He placed in
Heaven. However, you caused the sending of men down to earth due
to your mistake.” In response, Adam said: “You are a chosen one
whom Allah found worthy as a messenger and talked to in person,
whom He handed the plates that included explanation of everything,
whom He brought to his convent of dignity as a confidant. How many
years before Allah created me did He write Torah?” he asked. “Forty
years beforehand,” answered Moses. Thereupon, Adam asked once
again, “Did you see the verse, ‘Adam rebelled his Lord and went
astray
reprimand me because of a deed that Allah wrote to happen forty
years beforehand!” Upon this answer, Muhammad (pbuh) said,
“Adam won this debate.”*

7?19 As Moses responded “Yes,” Adam said: “Will you now

As told in the hadith, Moses sees Adam as the reason for the
expulsion of man from Heaven and his obligation to live on earth and
criticizes him, bringing him, in a sense, to book. In return, Adam
defends himself, claiming that he cannot be accused because his sin
was prescribed as destiny by Allah even before his creation. The
Prophet recognizes Adam in the discussion and puts forth a
significant verdict about destiny.

The progress of this discussion, reportedly between Adam and
Moses, and relevant explanations show that it includes certain
important, evidential information about the question of destiny.

9 Q20:121.

2 Muslim, “Qadar”, 15. For similar texts, see al-Bukhari, “Anbiya>,” 29; “Qadar,” 11;
Muslim, “Qadar,” 13-14; al-Tirmidhi, “Qadar,” 2; Aba Dawud, “Sunna,” 17; Ahmad
ibn Hanbal, 11, 248, 264, 268, 398.
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Accordingly, Muslim scholars, and theologians above all, have put
forth arguments on various aspects of the hadith.

The first matter of debate is whether such a quarrel between Adam
and Moses is possible and where and when, if ever, it took place. The
second question is whether Adam’s fate was written prior to his
creation and if so, when. Another point about the hadith is whether
the sinning of Adam as a prophet damages his prophecy. Adam’s
response to Moses: “Will you now reprimand me because of a deed
that Allah wrote to happen forty years beforehand!” and the Prophet’s
declaration that he is the winner of the debate constitute the most
controversial aspects of the narration (riwdya). Indeed, these phrases
and their content seem to support the fatalist approach, known as the
compulsory approach in Muslim theology and adopted by the
Jabriyya. As a natural consequence of intense discussion on the
narration, there is also debate regarding whether the hadith is
authentic.

An extensive emphasis on the above controversies would go far
beyond the frame of this article. Nevertheless, for a solid assessment
of the interpretations by Qutb al-Din-zada on the hadith, the
approach of Muslim scholars on these points should be treated at
least in general terms.

Before addressing the matters of debate, it is necessary to verify
the authenticity of the narration. The narration reached posterity
through the Prophet and companions such as Abtu Hurayra, ‘Umar,
Jundub ibn ‘Abd Allah and Abt Musa; therefore, it has many lines of
narration. Musa Bagct determined sixty-eight different paths/chains of
narration/transmission for the hadith.” By means of these various
chains of transmission, the hadith appears in almost all renowned and
reputable hadith sources, al-Kutub al-sitta above all.** Almost all
scholars and Sunni theologians acknowledge the hadith as
authentic;® some even consider it multiple successive (mutawatir).**

Hact Musa Bagc, Insamin Kaderi: Hadislerin Telkin Ettigi Kader Anlayist
(Ankara: Ankara Okulu Yayinlari, 2009), 228-235.

For further information about chains of transmitters and their sources, see ibid.,
228-235.

#  Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ishaq ibn Manda, al-Radd ‘ala I-Jabmiyya (ed.
<Ali ibn Muhammad Nasir al-Faqihi; n.p., 1982), 71-72; Abt ‘Umar Yuasuf ibn ‘Abd
Allah Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr al-Namari, al-Tambid li-ma fi I-Muwatta’ min al-ma‘ani
wa-l-asanid (eds. Sa<id Ahmad A<ab, Muhammad al-Fallah et al.; Maghreb:



A Treatise on Predestination: Sharh Hadith Thtijaj Adam wa-Masa. .. 81

The latter have mostly put forth their views in consideration of chains
of transmission. Evaluations of the text are not mere criticism; rather,
they intend to prove that the sections, which allegedly conflict with
the Quran, do not actually bear such contradiction. According to
scholars from the Jahmiyya and Mu‘tazila schools, the noted hadith
runs counter to the Qur’in and is fabrication.” They never give credit
to such criticisms of chains of transmission, and put forth their views
in consideration of elements that they see as contrary to the Qur’an in
the text.

The first matter of debate about the hadith is when and where the
discussion between the two prophets took place. According to Qadi
Tyad (d. 544/1149), the discussion occurred on earth and in the
lifetime of Moses; the Almighty Allah probably resurrected Adam
upon the request of Moses and brought him into his presence.
Likewise, in the night journey, the Prophet also came together with
other prophets at Bayt al-Maqdis and led them in the prayer. Again,
Moses and Adam may have had this discussion in the lifetime of
Moses.” According to al-Qabisi (d. 403/1012), Ibn Battal (d.
449/1057) and Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463/1071), Allah may have
brought together the souls of both prophets in Heaven after the

Wizarat ‘Umuam al-Awqaf wa-l-Shu’an al-Islamiyya, 1992), XVIII, 12, 13; id., al-
Istidbkar al-jamic li-madbahib fuqahd’ al-amsar wa-ulama’ al-aqtar fima
tadammanab® al-Muwatta’ min ma‘ani l-ra’y wa-l-athar wa-sharh dbalika
kullib' bi I-ijaz wa-l-ikbtisar (ed. ‘Abd al-Mu‘ti Amin Qal¢aji; Cairo: Dar al-Wa'y,
1993), XXVI, 84, 85; Abu Muhammad al-Husayn ibn Mas‘ad al-Baghawi, Sharh
al-Sunna (eds. Zuhayr al-Shayish and Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at; Beirut: al-Maktab al-
Islami, 1983), I, 124, 126; Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr Ibn Qayyim
al-Jawziyya, Shifa’ al-<alil fi masa’il al-qada’ wa-I-qadar wa-I-bikma wa-I-talil
(ed. Mustafa Aba 1-Nasr al-Shalabi; Jeddah: Maktabat al-Sawadi, 1991), 1, 46; Abt
I-Fadl Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn °Ali Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-bari bi-sharh
Sabib al-Bukbari (eds. Muhammad Fu’ad <Abd al-Bagi and Muhibb al-Din al-
Khatib; Cairo: Dar al-Rayyan, 1986), XI, 514.

2 Tbn <Abd al-Barr, al-Istidbkar, XXVI, 85.

3 Ibid.; Tbn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-bari, X1, 518.

% Aba 1-Fadl 9dyad ibn Misa 1-Yahsubi Qadi ‘Iyad, Ikmal al-mudim bi-fawa’id
Muslim (ed. Yahya Isma‘l, Manstra: Dar al-Wafa>, 1998), VIII, 137; Ibn Hajar al-
‘Asqalani, Fath al-bari, X1, 514; Abt Muhammad Badr al-Din Mahmad ibn
Ahmad “Ayni, ‘Umdat al-qari sharb Sabib al-Bukbdari (ed. Muhammad Munir
Abdah Agha 1-Dimashqi et al.; Beirut: Dar Ihya> al-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.), XIX, 60.
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demise of Moses.”” Some scholars, however, claim that the discussion
will take place in the afterlife,” grounded in a phrase of Aba Dawud
(d. 275/889) in his Sunan.”® For Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597/1201), the
narrative can be a mere exemplary saying referring to the initial
phrase of the hadith, which reads: “If they ever met, such a discussion
would take place between them.”?’

Qutb al-Din-zada makes no specific remark on where Adam and
Moses met and argued. Nevertheless, the following phrases in the
treatise may hint that it took place in barzakhb:

As Moses was resurrected at barzakh, he thought about the response
of his father, Adam, and found out the truth; thereupon, he was
acquainted with the secrets and eternal knowledge thanks to the
attribute of “wali,” which is the true way of closeness to Allah
Almighty; thus, he accepted the response of his father. Therefore, all
the curtains that had hindered and dominated him due to provisions
of being a prophet in his lifetime were lifted. In proportion to his
divergence from earthly life, the veils were removed and the first
lights of the truth became apparent.

The second issue with the narrative is whether Adam’s destiny was
sealed prior to his creation and if so, when it was sealed or even
whether that destiny was predetermined. The following passage in
the narrative states that the destiny of Adam was sealed forty years
before his creation:

“How many years before Allah created me did He write Torah?” he
asked. “Forty years beforehand,” answered Moses. Thereupon, Adam
asked once again, “Did you see the verse, ‘Adam rebelled his Lord
and went astray”? As Moses responded “Yes,” Adam said: “Will you
now reprimand me because of a deed that Allah wrote to happen
forty years beforehand!”

According to Ibn al-Tin (d. 611/1214), the forty years signify the
period between the time when Allah said in the verse, “I am going to

o
=

Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, al-Tambid, XVIII, 16; Aba 1-Hasan “Ali ibn Khalaf Ibn Battal al-
Qurtubi, Sharb Sabib al-Bukbari li-Ibn Battal (ed. Aba Tamim Yasir ibn Ibrahim;
Riyadh: Maktabat al-Rushd, 2003), X, 314; Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-bari, X1,
514; al-‘Ayni, ‘Umdat al-qari, XIX, 60.

% Tbn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-bari, X1, 514.

»  Aba Dawad, “Sunna,” 17.

0 Al-Ayni, ‘Umdat al-gari, XIX, 60.
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place a caliph on earth™' and the time when He blew His soul into

Adam.” Ibn al-Jawzi claims that Adam waited as soil before the
blowing of spirit. Ibn al-Jawzi grounds his view in a narrative® in
Sabip Muslim that indicates that forty years passed between
formation of Adam from soil and the blowing of soul into him.**
According to some scholars, the beginning of the forty years signifies
the time of writing on the tablets, and its end is the time of Adam’s
creation.”” Al-Nawawi (d. 676/1277), however, adopts a different
approach. According to him, “Adam’s experiencing this event means
that it was written in al-Lawh al-mabfiiz, Torah, or the tablets. It is
inappropriate to refer to destiny itself here because destiny is eternal.
Allah knows beforehand all incidents to come. His knowledge does
not take shape subsequently.”® Al-Mazari (d. 536/1141) says the
following: “This expression indicates that Allah wrote it forty years
prior to the creation of Adam. Nevertheless, it may also signify that
Allah disclosed this fact to angels or carried out an act to which He
attributed the mentioned date. Otherwise, the will and discretion of
Allah is eternal (gadim).”’

In his treatise, Qutb al-Din-zada makes no evaluation regarding
when Adam’s destiny is written.

Another issue regarding this hadith is whether Adam’s commission
of the forbidden deed constitutes a sin, and if so, whether this sin
prejudices his being a prophet.

According to some theologians, Adam’s commission of forbidden
deed is a sin. In fact, the deeds == and ¢ in the verses are used
for those who commit major sins.” According to most commentators
and Kalam scholars, Adam touched the forbidden tree or fruit
forgetting the ban, as indicated in the verse “but he forgot; and We

3Q 2:30.

32 Tbn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-bari, X1, 517; al-‘Ayni, ‘Umdat al-gari, XXI11, 158.

¥ Muslim, “Qadar,” 15

3 Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-bari, X1, 517; al-‘Ayni, <Umdat al-qari, XXIII, 158.

3 al-‘Ayni, ibid.

3% Abii Zakariyya Yahya ibn Sharaf al-Nawawi, Sahih Muslim bi-Sharh al-Nawawi
(Cairo: al-Matba‘a al-Misriyya, 1930), XVI, 201.

7 Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-bari, X1, 517.

% Abt ‘Abd Allah Fakhr al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Umar al-Razi, Mafatib al-ghayb -al-
Tafsir al-kabir (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, 1981), XXII, 127.
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Jfound not bis part no firm resolve.”” According to shari‘a, one
cannot be held responsible for deeds that he unwittingly commits;
therefore, Adam’s behavior should be described as a mistake (zalla)
rather than a sin.® For some scholars, this prohibition by Allah
signifies exoneration and not haram. Therefore, they consider
Adam’s flouting of the prohibition as abandoning the good rather
than rebellion or a sin.” Certain Mu‘tazili scholars evaluate the
behaviors of prophets that cause suspicion of sin as mistakes of ta’wil
(interpretation) and djtibdad (diligence). Although Almighty Allah
meant that it was forbidden to eat the fruit of any trees of that type,
Adam thought that only the fruit of the particular tree to which He
had pointed was forbidden, whereupon he obtained the fruit from
another tree of the same type and erred in diligence.*

The scholars who describe this act by Adam as a sin or mistake
also disagree about whether this incident took place before or after
he became a prophet.

According to Sunni authorities, Adam ate the forbidden fruit
before becoming a prophet. Nevertheless, some scholars claim the
opposite, including, for example, the Hashwiyya and certain
Mu‘tazilis.” Apart from Hashwiyya, Ahl al-sunna agrees that prophets
are protected from deliberately committing major or minor sins after
becoming prophets. Generally, Shi‘a and Mu‘tazila share this opinion.
They take this view because otherwise, the purpose of their coming
to earth becomes void and their reliability among people is harmed.
According to these scholars, certain mistakes can occur after
becoming a prophet; however, they are not deliberate and take place

¥ Q20:115.

0 Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Qurtubi, al-Jami< li-abkam al-Qur’an
(ed. ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki; Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risila, 20006), I,
459; Abu 1-Khayr ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Umar al-Baydawi, Anwar al-tanzil wa-asrar al-
ta’wil (ed. Muhammad Abd al-Rahman al-Mar‘ashli; Beirut: Dar Thya> al-Turath
al-‘Arabi, n.d.), IV, 41; Aba l-Barakat ‘Abd Allah ibn Ahmad al-Nasafi, Tafsir al-
Nasafi (Istanbul: Daru Qahraman, 1984), 111, 68.

1 Al-Razi, Mafatih al-ghayb, XX1I1, 127; al-Qurtubi, al-jami 1, 459.

42 Al-Razi, ibid., 111, 8; al-Qurtubi, ibid., 1, 459.

4 Aba 1-Yusr Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Bazdawi, Usil al-din (ed. Hans Peter
Linss; Cairo: al-Maktaba al-Azhariyya li-I-Turath, 2003), 172; Abi Bakr Nar al-Din
Ahmad ibn Mahmud al-Sabani, al-Bidaya fi usiil al-din (ed. Bekir Topaloglu;
Ankara: Diyanet Isleri Bagkanligr Yayimlari, 1979), 54; al-Razi, Mafatib al-ghayb,
111, 7; al-Qurtubi, al-Jami< 1, 459.
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through error or forgetting.” According to Ahl al-Sunna, the
commission of minor sins by a prophet before becoming a prophet is
permissible if there is no reasonable cause that makes the transition
to prophet impossible, it occurs rarely and the prophet repents
afterward. Nevertheless, they cannot commit minor sins often or a
major sin at all prior to becoming prophets. Most Mu‘tazili and Khariji
claim that prophets are also protected from sin before becoming
prophets. According to Hashwiyya and some Khariji, Murji’i and
Muctazili scholars, prophets are not free of committing minor or major

sins either before or after becoming prophets.*

As for Qutb al-Din-zada, he considers Adam’s eating of forbidden
fruit as a mistake rather than a sin. Nevertheless, according to him,
this mistake is not actual; rather, Allah deliberately made Adam make
this error to teach people, who must live on earth, certain lessons
more effectively. Therefore, Qutb al-Din-zada describes this sin as
esoteric, probably influenced by the theory of unity of existence
(wabdat al-wujiid) and the related immutable entity (ayan thabita)
approach of Muhyi al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi.® These influences are even
more apparent in the following expressions, which are indicated as
the fifth component of wisdom in the explanation of the purposes
and wisdom of Adam’s commission of this esoteric mistake at the
behest of Allah:

The object learns that the verdict of Allah is conclusive with regard to
inflicting punishment for his crime. Because sin, eternally, is a
necessity of the ayn [thabifl of the object. Allah rules a sin for the
object [toward sinning] only because of His knowledge on his/her

- Al-Bazdawi, Usiil al-din, 172; al-Sabani, al-Bidaya, 54; al-Razi, Mafatih al-ghayb,
111, 7; al-Qurtubi, al-Jami< 1, 459.

® Al-Bazdawi, Usil al-din, 172-176; al-Sabuni, al-Bidaya, 54; al-Razi, Mafatih al-
ghayb, 111, 7-8; al-Qurtubi, al-Jami< 1, 459. For further information, see Ferruh
Kahraman, “Hz. Adenvin Yasak Agaca Yaklasmas1,” Sakarya Universitesi llabiyat
Fakiiltesi Dergisi 15/27 (2013/1), 207-220.

% We do not provide many details on this issue because it is not the direct theme of

our paper. For further information on this issue, see Ekrem Demirli, “Vahdet-i

ViicQd,” Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Isldm Ansiklopedisi (DIA), XXXXII, 431-435;

Siileyman Uludag, “A’yan-1 sibite,” Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Isldm Ansiklopedisi

(DIA), 1V, 198-199; Hatice Arpagus, “Sofyali Bali Efendi’nin Kazi ve Kader

Risalesi ve A‘yan-1 Sibite Agisindan insanmn Sorumlulugu,” Marmara Universitesi

ITlahiyat Fakiiltesi Dergisi 30/1 (2006), 51-88.
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[object] ‘ayn [thabifl of the object. Therefore, it is nothing but the
self/existence of the object that pushes his nafs to sin. Once the
object understands this, he discovers that Allah’s order is just the
opposite of his will. Thus, the object comprehends the justice of Allah
while He punishes.

At this point, Qutb al-Din-zada seems to mean the following:
When an object commits a sin, this is a consequence of his ‘ayn
thabit in pre-eternity. In pre-eternity, an object has the attribute of
sinning or not sinning. Allah only gives a verdict on how the object
will act pursuant to his attributes and his ‘ayn thabit. Otherwise,
Allah does not make His objects sin. It is the ‘ayn thabit of the object
that pushes him to sin. As for Adam, Qutb al-Din-zada claims that
Adam actually has no attribute of sinning in his ‘ayn thabit because
he is a prophet and distant from sins. However, Allah makes
something that is not in Adam’s ‘ayn thabit happen to Adam to teach
His objects that His verdict is valid with respect to punishing crimes
by objects.

Adam’s response to Moses, “will you now reprimand me because
of a deed that Allah wrote to happen forty years beforehand!” and the
Prophet’s declaration that Adam is the winner of the debate constitute
another point of discussion. Indeed, these expressions can serve as
evidence of the meaning of destiny (gadar) and the part of human
will in Adam’s deeds. Therefore, the views of various Islamic schools
about fate and the will of man in his deeds are important to carry out
a solid assessment of this section of the hadith. In fact, each order has
a different interpretation regarding these questions.

At first glance, Adam’s words, “will you now reprimand me
because of a deed that Allah wrote to happen forty years
beforehand!” give the impression that man has no will in his deeds
and must live the destiny written for him. This view is coherent with
the Jabriyya’s approach to fate. According to Jabriyya, led by Jahm
ibn Safwan (d. 128/745), man is but a convict in the face of destiny.
He has no will or freedom to choose. No one can commit any act or
deed except Allah. In this respect, there is no difference between
man and non-living things. Man has no power, intention or freedom
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to choose. All occurs at the discretion of Allah, pursuant to His will,
desire and power."’

Nevertheless, Sunni scholars do not interpret the hadith in this
manner. According to them, Adam sinned in this instance not
because of his fate; instead, he tries to indicate that the reason for his
expulsion to earth is destiny. In other words, he does not take refuge
in fate for his sin and does not try to use it as an excuse.” As a
prophet, Adam knows that it is not a valid creed to absolve him from
his sin, putting forth “fate as evidence.” In fact, Allah condemns
polytheists who, after committing a sin, say that “If Allab bad willed,
we would not have associated [anything] and neither would our
Jathers.”® Indeed, as indicated in the verse “Our Lord, we have
wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and bave mercy
upon us, we will surely be among the losers,” Adam acknowledges
his fault. And Allah says that He forgives him.”" There is no need to
allege an excuse for an already forgiven sin. Because Allah, through
His eternal knowledge, knows all that the object will undergo, this
should be construed as a predestination of what that object will live.>
Moreover, in Strat al-Bagara, Allah indicates that man will live on
earth, and not in Heaven, even before the creation of Adam.”
Therefore, the deception of Adam by Devil is only a motive for
sending man to earth.’* The following interpretation on the hadith by
al-Khattabt (d. 388/998) can help better understand the Sunni
approach to this issue. Most people understand from the expression
“gada’ and qadaris from Allah” that the object is under an obligation

7 AbQ Mansir ‘Abd al-Qahir ibn Tahir al-Baghdadi, al-Farg bayna l-firaq wa-
bayan al-firqa al-najiya minbum (ed. Muhammad <Uthman al-Khusht; Cairo:
Maktabat Ibn Sina, n.d.), 186.

% Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, al-Tambid, XVIIL, 15; id., al-Istidbkdr, XXVI, 88; Ibn Qayyim al-
Jawziyya, Shifa’ al-<alil, 1, 56-57.
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2 Tbn ‘Abd al-Barr, al-Tambid, XVIII, 15; id., al-Istidbkar, XXVI, 88; al-‘Ayni,
“Umdat al-qari, XV, 307.

5 Q 2:30.

> Abt Sulayman Hamd ibn Muhammad al-Khattabi, Ma‘alim al-Sunan wa-huwa

sharb Sunan al-Tmam Abi Dawid (ed. Muhammad Raghib al-Tabbakh; Aleppo:

al-Matba‘a al-<Ilmiyya, 1932), IV, 323; al-‘Ayni, ‘Umdat al-qari, XV, 307; XIX, 60.
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and compulsion with regard to fulfillment of fate. Some even think
that this is why Adam got the better of Moses in the above-mentioned
debate. Nevertheless, this is not the case. Indeed, Allah’s knowledge
precedes the deeds and will of objects; these appear at His discretion,
and He creates what is good and evil for such deeds and will.”

Qadariyya and Mu‘tazila do not accept a conception of gadar and
qgada’ as decisive of human deeds; according to these schools, man
can commit any good or evil act under his own will. Man creates and
builds his future with his own hands, without intervention by Allah.
In other words, the will of man is absolute, and no one interferes.”® In
this respect, Adam committed the mistake/sin that led to his
expulsion from Heaven by his own will. Adam’s words refer to no
obligation. Certain Mu‘tazili scholars, such as Abu “Ali al-Jubba’1 (d.
303/916), refuse this hadith on the grounds that it presents fate as the
reason behind Adam’s sin. According to these scholars, if this hadith
were sound, then the prophets would no longer be prophets. Orders
and bans would have no meaning if fate were an excuse for sinners.
If it were permissible to hide behind predestination after ignoring an
order or violating a prohibition, such a person could not be
condemned.” Moreover, those who do not refuse the hadith do not
consider it evidence because it descends via single report (khabar al-
wahid). According to Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (d. 606/1209), the Mu‘tazila
criticizes this hadith on the following grounds: If we declare Moses
the winner, then Moses condemns Adam for committing a minor sin.
In this case, Moses would have to be ignorant; however, ignorance is
impermissible for a prophet. Another justification is that it is not
appropriate that Moses uses a rough tongue on Adam. Moreover,
Moses already knows that Adam is not the reason for mankind’s
unhappiness and expulsion from Heaven but rather that it is Allah
who willed this predicament. Adam has put forth proof that is
actually inadequate. If this justification were valid, heathens such as
Pharaoh and Haman could provide the same explanation for their
situations. This justification, however, would be mostly void,
therefore, Adam’s reasoning is also invalid. Mu‘tazila also criticizes

> Al-Khattabi, Ma‘alim al-Sunan, IV, 322.

% Al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar Abu I-Hasan ‘Abd al-Jabbar ibn Ahmad, al-Mughni fi
abwab al-tawbid wa-I-‘adl (eds. Tawfiq al-Tawil, Said Zayad, Taha Husayn, and
Ibrahim Madkdr; Cairo: Wizarat al-Thaqafa wa-l-irshad al-Qawmi, al-Sharika al-
Misriyya, 1960-65), VIII, 3-4.

7 Tbn Qayyim al-Jawziyya, Shifa’ al-<alil, 1, 46.
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the hadith in that according to this narrative, Muhammad is in a
position of approving something that is clearly untrue and unfair.
Later, al-Razi tried to find a more sensible basis for the hadith to
respond to the Mu‘tazili criticisms.®® The Qadariyya also inveighs
against the assumption that Allah wrote the event that would happen
to Adam forty years beforehand. According to Qadariyya, Allah does
not know something until it occurs. According to Ash‘ariyya,
however, predestination of the incident by Allah in the hadith is proof
that the abovementioned claim by Qadariyya is void.”

In his al-Tambid, Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr (d. 463/1071) indicates that the
hadith on the discussion between Adam and Moses is the most
explicit for proof of fate among narratives from Muhammad and that
it annuls the Qadari view.*

For al-Baghawi (d. 516/1122), any unilateral assessment without
consideration of the fate or will of an object will be erroneous:

In fact, both were equal on the verdict they were discussing. No one
has the right to disregard the “essential” fate; however, no one has the
right to disregard the will, which is the “cause,” either. Whomever
disregards one of these two (overlooks “essential” or “cause”), he
deviates from the true objective and approaches one of two extremist
schools, namely, Qadariyya or Jabriyya.®!

According to Qutb al-Din-zada, upon Adam’s winning response to
Moses “Will you now reprimand me because of a deed that Allah
wrote to happen forty years beforehand!” the following question
springs to mind: “If the predestination of the crime of Adam before
his creation would absolve him from condemnation, the
predetermination of the sins of his offsprings prior to their birth
should have exempted them from torment and absolved them from
condemnation.”

Qutb al-Din-zada touches upon certain views that seek an answer
to this question; nevertheless, he states that none provides a
reasonable answer and that such evaluations do not mesh with the

% Al-Raz, Mafatib al-ghayb, 11, 53
¥  Abu l-Hasan ‘Ali ibn Tsma‘il al-Ashari, al-Tbana ‘an usil al-diyana (ed. Bashir
Muhammad ‘Uytin; Damascus: Maktabat Dar al-Bayan, 1990), I, 156.

% Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, al-Tambid, XVIII, 17.

1 Al-Baghawi, Sharb al-Sunna, 1, 127.
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hadith text. In this respect, Qutb al-Din-zada cites the opinions of his
father Qutb al-Din al-Izniqi” but indicates that these do not solve the
problem either and puts forth his own views. According to Qutb al-
Din-zada, the incident that befell Adam is an esoteric mistake
entailing various problems and wisdom, and Allah deliberately had
Adam commit this error. Adam wins the debate, giving the evidence
that he is but a toy in the hands of the will and pleasure of Allah, who
made him commit the mistake. However, that Adam had to commit
this mistake does not mean he has no will in his deeds; moreover, it
does not mean that mankind must live the fate predetermined for
him, as Jabriyya asserts. According to Qutb al-Din-zada, this incident
is a single and special event ordered by Allah to better teach people
certain lessons. Later, Qutb al-Din-zada tries to explain the hadith
through his own view by means of a detailed interpretation of
wisdom and affairs with regard to Adam’s commission of this error at
the behest of Allah. He has a Sufi approach to the problem and
explaining the noted profundity and problem.

The section in which the Prophet declares Adam the winner of the
debate is another point of discussion between Ahl al-sunna and
Muctazila, and Jabriyya schools. According to Sunni scholars, the
word “Adam” in the expression s p3l 3" at the end of the hadith
should be read as marfii, and on that basis, Adam wins the
discussion.”  Nevertheless, pursuant to some grammatical
assessments, the Qadariyya maintains that the word “Mtsa” is marfii
whereupon Moses wins the debate.* This is because Moses’s victory
is more suitable to the Qadariyya comprehension of destiny.
According to Qadariyya, if Adam is considered victorious, then a
prophet holds fate responsible for commission of a sin. In this case,
any rebel against the prophets of Allah can use the same excuse
grounded on the example of Adam.

For Ahl al-sunna, it is inarguably clear that the word “Adam”
should be marfii< pursuant to Arabic grammar, and it would be

The treatise comprehensively touches upon Qutb al-Din al-Izniqi’s explanations
on the hadith. For all the remarks by Qutb al-Din al-Izniqi on the solution to the
problem, see the relevant paragraphs under the title of “Translation of the
Treatise.”

% Ibn Battal, Sharb Sabib al-Bukbadri, X, 315; al-Baghawi, Sharh al-Sunna, 1, 126;
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-bari, X1, 517; al-*‘Ayni, ‘Umdat al-gari, XV, 307.
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, ibid.
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pushing the term too far to read the word as mansib. Ibn Hajar (d.
852/1448), al-Ayni (d. 855/1451) and al-Qastallani (d. 923/1517), the
most famous commentators on Sabib al-Bukbari, indicate the
consensus on reading the word “Adam” as marfit and that it is
irregular, exceptional and therefore disreputable to read it as
mansith.”® Moreover, in his al-Musnad, Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d.
241/855) asserts that the expression “esl 43" in a narrative through
Abi Hurayra reveals that the word “Adam” is marfit< and solves the
problem in the i%ab of the phrase.®

According to Ibn Hazm (d. 456/1064), Moses was beaten in the
debate because he accused Adam of something that the latter never
did, namely, causing man’s expulsion from Heaven. This expulsion is
not an act by Adam but rather by Allah. If Moses had condemned
Adam for eating fruit from the forbidden tree, leading to expulsion
from Heaven, then this reproach would have been appropriate and
Adam would have had nothing to say.®’

The treatise extensively treats on who won the debate between
Adam and Moses. After introducing various opinions and their
justifications, Qutb al-Din-zada gives a detailed account of opinions
from his father al-Izniqi, as well as from scholars, such as al-Baghawi
and ‘Ala> al-Din <Alf al-SuhGmi al-Hanafi (d. 763/1361). We will not
touch upon the details to avoid pushing the limits of this study;
however, we will put forth the following words by Qutb al-Din-zada
on why the evaluations by the above scholars, including his father,
are not satisfactory to him:

You should know that according to all of these responses, Adam
silenced Moses because Moses laid the mentioned sin exclusively at
Adam’s door, overlooking the influence of Allah. Nevertheless, a
more attentive approach will reveal the following meaning in Adam’s
words: “O Moses! You overlook the true power, the dominant and
strongest overwhelming power, and show the impotent and almost
non-present power of the object as the only reason behind my sin;

% Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, ibid.; al-“‘Ayni, ibid., XXIII, 158; Abt 1-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn
Muhammad al-Qastallani, Irshad al-sari li-sharb Sabih al-Bukbari (Bulaq: al-
Matba‘a al-Kubra al-Amiriyya, 1305), IX, 358.

% Tbn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, ibid.; al-‘Ayni, ibid., XXIII, 158.

7 Aba Muhammad °Ali ibn Ahmad Ibn Hazm al-Qurtubi, al-Thkam fi usil al-abkam
(ed. Ahmad Muhammad Shikir; Beirut: Dar al-Afiq al-Jadida, 1983), 1, 26.
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such a behavior is inaccurate and beneath you. Dispute, in other
words, the effort to prove the correctness of one’s view through
bilateral evidence in order to attain the true solution of a problem, can
be carried out with proof that lacks opposition, or by means of
preferring the stronger evidence over the other.”

For Qutb al-Din-zada, Adam is victorious because he notes that
Adam is but a toy in the hands of the will and dominance of Allah,
who necessitated the occurrence of this esoteric mistake, which
comprises complexity and profundity. After discussing these complex
aspects and profundity, Qutb al-Din-zada describes how Moses is
convinced and accepts Adam’s response:

As Moses was resurrected at barzakh, he thought about the response
of his father, Adam, and discovered the truth; thereupon, he was
acquainted with the secrets and eternal knowledge thanks to the
attribute of “wali,” which is the true way of closeness to Allah
Almighty; thus, he accepted the response of his father. Therefore, all
the curtains that had hindered and dominated him due to provisions
of being a prophet in his lifetime were lifted. In proportion to his
divergence from earthly life, the veils were removed, and the first
lights of the truth became apparent.

Copies of the Treatise

There are four remaining copies of the treatise at various libraries.
One is the author’s copy, written by Qutb al-Din-zada in person.
According to the colophon, the dictation of the treatise was
completed in late Rabic al-akhir in 863 AH (March 1459). This copy,
available under no. 290 in the Amcazade Huseyin Section of
Stileymaniye Library, takes place between leaves 37b-40a of a corpus
that includes other works by the same author.”® The treatise is written
in ta‘liqg script and each page consists of 21 lines, with some notes by
the author in the margins. These notes, apparently added by the
author afterward, include an additional verse to clarify the matter,
certain explanatory/evocative information and citations from relevant
scholars, such as Ibn ‘Arabi or al-Qanawi.

% The edited text of the treatise, given at the end of this paper, is based on this

copy. Accordingly, letters and phrases that are different in other three versions
are marked and shown in the footnotes.
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The copy at Fatih Library no. 2852 is between leaves no. 104b-
108a of a corpus.” It is also written in ta‘/ig script and each page
consists of 17 lines; the beginnings of phrases are highlighted with
red lines. There is almost no word difference between this copy and
that written by the author; according to the colophon, it was written
in Shawwil 827 AH (May 1468) and does not bear the name of the
copyst. It must have been scripted by the author himself or one of his
disciples because it was written in the lifetime of Qutb al-Din-zada, it
is almost identical to the author’s version, and its calligraphy is similar
to that of the author.

The third copy is located under no. 692 at Riagib Pasa Library,
between leaves 226b-230a of a corpus that comprises five works by
Qutb al-Din-zada.” The name of the copying person is not given but
should be copied from the author’s version because authors’ notes
are invariably copied. The copy is written in naskb style and each
page consists of 21 lines; the pages are edged with red lines.

The final known copy of the treatise is found under no. 4223 in the
Hact Mahmud Efendi section of Siileymaniye Library, between leaves
27b-34a of a corpus.”! The name and date of the scripture is
unknown; the text is written in legible naskh script and each page
consists of 17 lines. The notes in the author’s version are also copied
on the edges of the pages.

Translation of the Treatise
The Messenger of Allah (pbuh) spoke as follows:

Adam (pbuh) and Moses (pbuh) argued in the presence of their Lord.
In the end, Adam beat Moses. Moses told Adam “You are Adam,
whom Allah created by His hand, into whom He blew His soul,
before whom He got his angels to prostrate and whom He placed in
Heaven. However, you caused the sending of men down to earth due
to your mistake.” In response, Adam said: “You are a chosen one
whom Allah found worthy as a messenger and talked to in person,
whom He handed the plates that included explanation of everything,
whom He brought to his convent of dignity as a confidant. How many
years before Allah created me did He write Torah?” “Forty years

% This copy is indicated with the symbol (&) in the edited text of the treatise.

7 This copy is indicated with the symbol (o) in the edited text of the treatise.

" This copy is indicated with the symbol (‘.’) in the edited text of the treatise.
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beforehand,” answered Moses. Thereupon, Adam asked once again,
“did you see the verse, “..Adam disobeyed his Lord, and went
astray?”” [Q 20:121]. As Moses responded “yes,” Adam said: “Will you
now reprimand me because of a deed that Allah wrote to happen
forty years beforehand!” Upon this answer, Prophet Muhammad
(pbuh) said, “Adam won this debate.””

Adam’s response and how he silenced Moses prompted several
relevant objections. Namely, if the predestination of the crime by
Adam before his creation would have absolved him from reprimand,
then he would have exempted his offsprings from wrath and
reprimand because their sins were also decided before their
respective creation.

Due to this complex situation in the hadith, some scholars said
that these words belonged to Jews; however, the narrator quotes the
riwaya from Muhammad because he stepped in mid-conversation
and did not hear it in full.

For others, however, the word “Adam” is mansab; therefore,
Moses is the winner.

According to a third group, the criticism by Moses of Adam is not
appropriate because it takes place after Adam’s penitence and
forgiving by Allah.

In the eyes of some scholars, issues such as liability, kasb (deed
through will) and the need for warning against sins are valid only
after this life; therefore, because this condemnation takes place in the
afterlife, it has no meaning but to bring Adam into contempt;
however, in the afterlife, such embarrassment is to no avail.

According to certain scholars, the reprimand by Moses occurs after
the truths are revealed in the afterlife and physical circumstances
disappear; for others, Moses, during his condemnation, is not
assigned this duty by Allah; therefore, his reprimand is not
appropriate.

My father Qutb al-Din, who was born in Nigde and lived in Iznik
as a zealous scholar and virtuous person, wrote the following in his
bashiya called Talfigat to Masabih:

72 Muslim, “Qadar,” 15. For similar texts, see al-Bukhari, Anbiya>, 29, “Qadar,” 11;
Muslim, “Qadar,” 13-14; al-Tirmidhi, “Qadar,” 2; Aba Dawud, “Sunna,” 17; Ahmad
ibn Hanbal, al-Musnad, 11, 248, 264, 268, 398.
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None of the above-mentioned responses about the complicated
aspect of the hadith comply with the text of the hadith. This is
because Adam says, “Will you now reprimand me because of a deed
that Allah wrote to happen forty years beforehand!” Nevertheless,
one’s departure from this world of servitude does not absolve him
from reprimand. Otherwise, no sinner could have been reprimanded
in the afterlife due to his crimes in this world. Moreover, if one says
that condemnation is carried out only by Allah, this would be
ignoring the condemnation of sins by prophets and scholars in this
world and by angels in the afterlife; however, this is not the case. In
the afterlife, the true situation about the question of gada’ and qadar
will be unearthed, and this emergence will not remove condemnation
and wrath due to disobedience. If you look for a solid, final and
complete response in order to annihilate all these strong objections,
you should know the following:

The phrase “Will you now reprimand me...” by Adam includes two
indications: (1) Moses gets ahead of himself in condemnation, and (2)
the predestination of the sin of Adam before his emergence in the
realm of existence. Therefore, this expression is accepted as certain
(nass) about these two indications. Some scholars ground it in the first
indication. Nevertheless, you learn/know that it is unreasonable.
Then, the reason for Adam’s rejection of the condemnation by Moses
should be that the condemning takes place due to something that is
decided prior to his creation. This is the only way to make the
objection against the hadith discussable. Then, we will give the
following answer:

The mentioned sin by Adam took place through two forces. We have
to take both forces into consideration. Nevertheless, as Moses
opposes Adam only because of the force of the object, Adam argues
against Moses for the latter associates the sin only with the will of
Adam and overlooks the true/authentic divine will that caused the
disobedience. In short, as Moses brings along evidence and gets into
discussion with Adam, the latter opts for responding and silencing
him by not proving the weakness, but disproving his claim. Adam, in
a manner, said the following: “Yes, I deserve condemnation and
reprimand due to my disobedience. Indeed, Allah said, ‘Our Lord, we
have wronged ourselves [Q 7:23), ‘... Adam disobeyed bis Lovd and
errved’ [Q 20:121], ‘... Did I not forbid you from that tree...? [Q 7:22]
and ‘... Satan caused them to slip out of it...” [Q 2:30). However, you —
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Oh Moses — also erred seemingly, by grounding on a claim that I
sinned on my own, and by attributing this sin only to my will. In fact,
you are a prophet who knows that the true and victorious will with
regard to disobedience (and any other deed) is that of Allah! What
befits your status was to take both [the will of the object and the
divine will] into account. Indeed, as a prophet, you know that
overlooking one of the two would be the consequence of a Jabri or
Qadari approach.”

There are many examples for this point [indicated by Adam]. For
instance, the Prophet told Abt Hurayra, “The pen of God has already
written and settled what will become of you.””” Hearing these words,
Abt Hurayra only focused on the cause and deemed it the only factor
for the consequence; thereupon, he said he wanted to be
desexualized or to marry in order to protect himself from the malice
of lust. Muhammad, however, did not accept these wishes because
Abt Hurayra considered the causes the only factor, overlooked the
will of Allah, and ignored the fact that the causes may not always
bring the expected consequences.

Assessments by (my father) Qutb al-Din al-1zniqi are essentially as
above. Similar explanations are available in the commentary of
Masabip called Manhbal al-yanabi<’* The relevant opinions have the
same focus: The two [the power of the object and the omnipotent
power of Allah] are inseparable; one is, so to speak, the foundation of
the building, while the other signifies the stories. Whomever tries to
separate them will demolish the building.

The same approach, albeit through different words, can be found
in Sharb al-Sunna: “In fact, both were equal on the issue in
discussion. Nobody has the right to disregard the ‘true’
predestination, just as nobody has the right to disregard the will,
which is the ‘cause.” Whomever does one of the two [overlooks ‘truth’
or ‘cause’] deviates from the purpose and draws close to two
extremist views, namely, the Qadari and Jabri approaches.”” Allah
knows best of all.

7 al-Bukhari, “Qadar,” 2.

7 This work is a commentary of the famous Masabip al-sunna by al-Baghawi (d.
516/1122) and is written by ‘Ala> al-Din ‘Ali al-SuhGmi al-Hanafi (d. 763/1361).

7> Al-Baghawi, Sharb al-Sunna, 1, 127.
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Remember that according to all these responses, Adam silenced
Moses because Moses attributed the mentioned sin only to the object,
overlooking the influence of Allah. Nevertheless, a more attentive
analysis will show [the meaning of Adam’s words]: “Oh Moses! You
overlook the true force, the dominant and strongest, overwhelming
and victorious power, and show the weak, impotent power of the
object as the only reason behind the occurrence of sin; this inaccurate
behavior is not worthy of someone like you.” A dispute can be
carried out based on proof without opposition; it can also occur in
the form of preferring the stronger of two pieces of evidence.

The object [Muhammad Qutb al-Din-zadal, destitute of the mercy
of Allah Almighty, says the following about analysis and review of
this hadith thanks to His assistance and guidance to success:

Adam defeated Moses because the former showed that the reason
behind the occurrence of this formal error, which includes many
issues and much wisdom, is nothing but a type of toy in the hands of
the dominant Allah with regard to will and wish.

The referenced issues and wisdom include the following:

1. The object’s recognition of Allah’s sovereignty and power. This
takes place as follows: Allah rules something in such a way that
the object can never oppose; the object has no power to
reverse the verdict due to the endless power of Allah, and he
errs.

2. The object learns of Allah’s attribute of “gentleness.” That is,
Allah does not punish the object at once and allows him to
repent, apologize and pray for forgiveness of his sins.

3. The object discovers Allah’s “favor” after He accepts the
apology of His object. Indeed, Allah Ta‘ala speaks as follows:
“They said, ‘Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves...” [Q 7:23].

4. The object learns the “grace” of Allah following His forgiveness
and seeing how He abundantly bestows the merits of
repentance.

5. The object learns that the verdict of Allah is conclusive with
regard to inflicting punishment for his crime. Because sin, in
pre-eternity, is a necessity of the ‘ayn [thabil] of the object.
Allah rules a sin for the object [toward sinning] only because
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of His knowledge on the ‘ayn [thabifl of the object.
Therefore, it is nothing but the self (existence) of the object
that pushes his nafs to sin. Once the object understands this,
he discovers that Allah’s order is just the opposite of his will.
Thus, the object comprehends the justice of Allah while He
punishes.

Remember that pursuant to these five points, the object learns that
Haqq wants to be known through His attributes of honor, gentleness,
favor, grace, and justice. Thus, the object prefers Allah over himself,
and does not compete with Him for dominance and finally attains the
stage of “surrender.” Moreover, he forgets his crime, blesses the
benedictions by Allah, and begins to “observe His sublime attributes.”
He comes together with Haqq and becomes indifferent to all others,
which is a desirable transformation. Rigor is the remembrance of
annoyances at the moment of happiness.

6. The object knows the truth of things as they are and becomes
prudent enough not to err in comprehending the truths. In
other words, when he sees his good deeds, including final
repentance, he interprets them as the favor and benediction of
Allah. When he sees evil deeds, he understands that they are
flaws of his self and a necessity of his being. Thus, the object
takes a step forward in terms of observing the benediction and
distinguishing the flaws. This is a supreme position because
there is no better point of view for an object.

7. Divine perfection becomes apparent in the object as the
attributes belonging to the self of the object disappear, as well
as the veils of egocentrism. Due to self-complacency, an object
may think himself impeccant and immaculate; in this case, the
divine perfection within the object remains “capacity/potential”
and cannot become actual. When Allah tests His object through
a fallacy, the self of the object is overwhelmed, tends toward
Allah and repents Him. Thereupon, Allah forgives/erases his
sin, the veils are removed and divine perfection becomes
visible. As a result, the object becomes much closer to Allah
than before the fallacy. The case of Solomon (pbuh) is an
example. When Solomon (pbuh) swore of his love for horses,
the wind, which blows sometimes as a breeze and sometimes
as a storm, was put under his order instead of the repented
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love. This wind blew every day at this behest, in the morning
and in the evening over a period of two months.

8. The object contemplates the unity of Haqq in every occurrence.
Allah brings whomever He likes to the stage of “togetherness”
(jam9 or into heresy through the veil of “separation.””® Once an
object attains the stage of togetherness, he sees no competent
being other than Allah.

9. The emergence of the requisites of the status in which the
manifestation, perfection and conduct in his nature come
together. If [Adam] had not descended to the lower/material
world, he would not have observed actual providences by
Allah, such as remorse, collection, trouble, test, forgiveness,
mercy and punishment. Therefore, even if Adam’s descent
seems, at first glance, an expulsion, it is in fact to clothe him
with the garments of closeness and manifestation.

10.The perfection of Adam is revealed. In other words, Adam left
for the realm of responsibility and undertook a burden that
even the heavens and earth refrained from carrying. He
remained on his path despite his lust, the perverting potential
of anger and his misleading demons. If Allah did not expel him
to this world, one might have thought that Adam’s perfection
was innate, totally dependent on the favor of Allah, without any
increase in his perfection worthy of such honoring and grace.
Nevertheless, his error revealed his perfection in the realm of
justice and favor; consequently, he became worthy of the
following verse: “And We bave certainly bonored the children
of Adam...”[Q 17:70].

76
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“Togetherness” (jam 9 means “to be preoccupied only by Haqq,” “turn away from

» o«

sensible world toward the holy realm,” “turn away from all other things thanks to
contemplation of Allah,” and “to see that all things and beings are present thanks
to Allah;” “separation” (fafriqa) means “the preoccupation of self with bodily
forces, to get overwhelmed by them in their affairs and tastes.” (‘Abd al-Razzaq
Kamal al-Din ibn Abi 1-Ghana’im al-Qashani, Lata’if al-ilam fi isharat abl al-
ilham (eds. Ahmad <Abd al-Rahim al-Sayih et al.; Cairo: Maktabat al-Thaqafa al-
Diniyya, 2005), I, 322-324.
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The following comments can also be given in response [to
objections about Adam’s expulsion from Heaven to earth in the
hadithl:

a. This [Adam’s expulsion from Heaven by Allah and descent to
earth] can also be in the form of simulation. The purpose here
is to show that even a person with such high status in terms of
knowledge and closeness to Allah can be reprimanded; his
situation is manifested through verses such as “Adam disobeyed
his Lord and erred’ [Q 20:121] and “Did I not forbid you from
that tree and tell you that Satan is to you a clear enemy?” [Q
7:22], and to teach the objects that Adam was expelled and
sent, together with Eve, to earth to ensure that the sons of
Adam, who may sink into misleading fallacy/pride, have no
doubt about the torment of Allah but also that they do not
despair of His grace. This is because a person, bestowed with
such abundant divine benediction — for Adam, these blessings
include that Allah, in person, created him, blew into him a soul
from His own, taught him all names, ordered angels to grovel
to him, chose him as a special person, and placed him in
Heaven — and Heaven with the best possible food and beauties,
is subject to a clear prohibition although he needs no forbidden
thing; however, when he sins, he does not lose the grace of
Allah and his repentance is accepted: “Then, bis Lord chose him
and turned to him in forgiveness and guided him” [Q 20:122].

b. This [expulsion of Adam from Heaven down to earth] might
have occurred to draw attention to the negative influence of
evil friends and the need to refrain from such an attitude.
Accordingly, the Quran reads “... when you see those who
engage in offensive discourse concerning Our verses, then turn
away from them”[Q 6:68], while Muhammad says: “Be friends
only with the pious.”” In other words, the fallacy will be
committed by disobedient descendants of Adam.

c. Additionally, Adam’s formal fallacy may have occurred to
demonstrate that sinning is one of the innate attributes of

Research on the source of the hadith failed to locate the expression “be friends
only with the pious.” The only present version is “Be friends only with the
believers, let the pious eat your food” in works by al-Tirmidhi (“Zuhd,” 55) and
Abt Dawuad (“Adab,” 19).
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mankind. That is, Adam was created for the complete
appearance of all possible things. Accordingly, Muhammad
speaks as follows: “Had you not sinned, Allah would destroy
you and replace you with a community who sins but asks for
His mercy afterward; then, He would forgive them.””® Creatures
are either innocent like angels or evil like demons or are not
liable. As a fourth possibility, creatures are “liable”, open to
obedience  and  disobedience; this is the  best
manifestation/appearance and mirror to explain the situation. I
believe you understood that by “liable creatures” I mean
mankind.

d. Rumor has it that when Satan, after worshipping Allah for
eighty thousand years, was cursed because of Adam, Allah
granted him, pursuant to His fairness, the right to take revenge
on Adam in exchange for his long-lasting worship — thus Allah
says: “And whoever does good an atom’s weight will see it then”
[Q 99:7]. Thereupon, Satan asked Allah to make Adam and his
sons deviate from the right path through groundless doubts and
allow for him until doomsday. In this case, it is as if Satan sells
all his deeds in exchange for this request. Because Adam’s
crime was not sincere/true but only formal, Allah apparently
punished him with expulsion for his sin. Nevertheless, as the
verse “Indeed, I will make upon the earth a successive
authority” [Q 2:30] reveals, He actually intended to draw His
object closer and render him valuable by making him caliph.
Consequently, Adam, before he knew it, did what his creation
truly required. This is why Satan envied and angels admired
him.

e. There is another possible and interesting response from this
weak object in need of the grace of his Lord [to clarify the
obscurity in the hadith]: Adam probably saw what Upper Pen
and qadar wrote about him, noted the wisdom [of committing
that sin] — this wisdom is that “there is no influence other than
Allah, to whom all verdict, deed and influence belongs”— and
flawlessly comprehended the meaning of the verse “Everything
will be destroyed except His face. His is the judgment, and to
Him you will be returned”[Q 28:88], whereupon he understood

78 Muslim, “Tawba,” 11.
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that he had attained a privileged status to raise him from the
world of order and knowledge (‘alam al-amr wa-I-<ilm) to the
world of verdict (‘a@lam al-bukm) and that appreciation of a
good deed or condemnation of a bad one cannot emerge from
him as an object. If “order” and “knowledge” conflict with
“situation” and “ma‘rifa,” this occurs because the situation is
weak or is not as it should be. This means the victory of body
over soul, a reversion, and an embrace of one’s own choice,
leaving aside the will and preference of God. The Almighty
Lord says as follows: “And your Lord creates what He wills and

chooses; not for them was the choice ...” [Q 28:68] and “It is not
Sfor a believing man or a believing woman, when Allah and His
Messenger have decided a matter ...” [Q 33:36]. As the

intuitions and supremacy of the situation fade and such
persons gather themselves, they see the right situation of
“knowledge” and “order” as it is and the true condition of
“situation” in its aspect, whereupon they sink into sorrow for
missing the opportunity to surrender to Allah. This sorrow is
what pushes them to repent and pray for forgiveness.
However, these are sins committed during the “situation,” and
even the most cautious are not safe in regard to avoiding such
sins. Indeed, the Messenger of Allah said, “When I chagrin, T
too ask for mercy of Allah seventy times a day.””

As for Moses, his status as a prophet was overwhelming. His
boldness in forbidding the denounced is proof of his character. His
harsh attitude is evidenced in his relationship with Khidr, his older
brother Aaron, the Egyptian Copt, the Samaritan, and his tribe. As
grace bestowed by Allah, the secret of predestination is hidden from
the prophet and is not revealed to him, as a requisite of prophecy.
Otherwise, the prophet would know that some of his orders would
not take place and that his efforts would not provide some people
with benefit, whereupon he would become too dispirited to carry out
his assigned task of communicating the message to the people. In
fact, however, his duty is nothing but notification —regardless of
whether his orders are fulfilled. If the secret of predestination were
not hidden from the prophet, then he would have abandoned the
duty of notification or his duty would have been too difficult to
overcome. Therefore, Allah bestows upon His prophets by

7 Muslim, “Dhikr,” 41-43.
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concealing the secrets of predestination from them in accordance
with His benevolence. This fact does not harm their status as
prophets or diminish their genuine attributes of perfection.

There is, however, a point to consider at this stage: Any deed by
Moses, his every move, and any behavior against or in relation to him
occur pursuant to the will of Allah and His “actual,” if not “verbal,”
order, although the prophet remains unaware of this fact. His killing
of the Copt is an example. His deed was the right one. Allah knew
that if that Copt lived, he would drive a wedge among Israelites and
cause massive sedition. Thus, Allah inspired the heart of Moses to kill
this man in such a manner that the prophet never distinguished that
all took place upon the will and actual order of Allah to prevent
sedition.

As Moses rose in barzakh and discovered the truth through the
answer of his father Adam, he became acquainted with secrets and
innate sciences thanks to the attribute of “wali,” the true way of
closeness to Allah. Therefore, all the curtains that had hindered and
dominated him due to provisions of being a prophet in his lifetime
were lifted. In proportion to his divergence from earthly life, the veils
were removed and the first lights of the truth became apparent. In the
afterlife, Moses immediately comprehended the secret of Allah’s will
upon the response of his father Adam; nevertheless, he notably failed
to completely comprehend the news from Khidr. Khidr showed
Moses that the latter had killed the boy; however, Moses refused and
could not remember that he had killed the Egyptian Copt. Khidr
remarked upon Moses’s status before his innocence about this
murder was conveyed to him, saying, “And I did it not of my own
accord” [Q 18:82]. Khidr also showed Moses how the latter bore a
hole through the ship. At first glance, this act seemed like destruction;
however, in fact, it was an escape from bandits. Khidr did this as a
reaction to being thrown into the water in a coffin, which appeared to
be destruction but was in fact salvation from the hands of Pharaoh.

Sadr al-Din al-Qunawi quoted the following from his sheikh,
Muhyi al-Din Ibn ‘Arabi — may Allah refresh their souls: “He (Ibn
‘Arabi) came together with Khidr. Khidr told him: ‘T prepared many
questions for Moses, son of ‘Imran, in order to demonstrate to him
that any incident that happened to him from his birth until our
meeting, occurred through the will and irreversible knowledge of
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Allah. However, he could not endure even just three of these
questions.”” Additionally, our Prophet said the following: “If only my
brother Moses kept quiet and Khidr told us all this news!”

As for the Muhammadan temperament, he (pbuh) neither
becomes complacent nor is affected by reprimand when he observes
the secret of the will of Allah because he (pbuh) sees these secrets
and prays to Allah in prudence. No other prophet is like him. The
prophets, who are perfect in every aspect, know these secrets not
because they are messengers but because they are awliya’. They are
the examples in the following verses: “He released the two seas,
meeting side by side. Between them is a barrier so neither of them
transgresses”[Q 55:19-20].

Let us end our words here because this hadith is a bottomless sea.
May Allah make us the objects who obtain pearls from beneath and
who find the brightest of them!

Hereby the treatise is completed on the last Saturday of Rabi¢ al-
akhir in the year eight hundred sixty three, having been written and
reviewed by Muhammad Qutb al-Din, an object in need of the
benevolence of Allah.

8 al-Bukhari, “Anbiya>,” 27.
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